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Dear Sixth Grade Students: 

 

Welcome to the Alternative School for Math and Science! I am looking forward to seeing all of 

you in ELA this September.  

 

Right now, you may be wondering what you can do to be ready to begin your sixth grade year. 

For ELA, the answer is short and easy: Read. Whatever you enjoy. As much as you can. While 

you are at it, keep a list of what you read. And practice your typing skills.  

 

Some students prefer a little more guidance and a specific target, so here are my 

expectations. For typing, practice with Typing Club. Your goal should be to achieve a rate of 

35 words per minute when you are typing real words. For reading, please finish at least three 

chapter books. I have attached a suggested reading list of terrific authors and titles for sixth 

graders. These should be easy to find at local bookstores and libraries. I have also attached a 

document you should use to keep a record of your summer reading. 

 

If you notice one of your favorite books on my list, feel free to reread it. We all have books we 

love to return to again and again. But I encourage you to try at least two new books. And please 

remember, if you’re dying to read the latest in the Heroes of Olympus series or another popular 

title, please do! My list is not the only source of terrific summer reading.  

 

So with that in mind, enjoy your summer reading adventures. I can’t wait to discover new titles 

to share with you when we get together this fall. I am always eager to find more of those 

excellent books that readers just can’t bear to put down, and I hope you will find selections to 

read this summer that are just as satisfying. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Walker 

 

P.S. Please keep a record of the books you complete this summer. I have enclosed a reading 

log form for you to print for this purpose. When we meet in the fall, you will turn in your list, and 

we will have a chance to share favorite titles! 

  



 

 

Sixth Grade Summer Reading Recommendations 

 
Strive to read three books this summer! Here are some terrific titles and authors to choose from. 

If you have already these before, try some of the alternatives I’ve suggested. 

 

Wonder, by R.J. Palacio. Realistic fiction. 

August, nicknamed Auggie, is a 10-year-old with a facial deformity that causes others to avoid 

and even shun him. When he enters a mainstream school, Auggie must learn to cope with 

difficult new situations and new people. (Or try other books about fitting in at a new school, 

like Ungifted or Schooled, by Gordon Korman, or The Misfits, by James Howe.) 

 

A Wrinkle in Time, by Madeleine L’Engle. Fantasy 

Meg Murray’s father had been experimenting with time travel when he suddenly disappeared. 

Will the Murray children and their friend, Calvin, outwit the forces of evil as they search through 

space and time for their father? (Go ahead and read the book, even if you have seen the 

movie. If you’ve already read A Wrinkle in Time, try its sequel, A Wind in the Door. 

Another terrific fantasy to read is The Dark is Rising, by Susan Cooper. There are 

additional books in this series.) 

 

The One and Only Ivan, by Katherine Applegate. For animal lovers! 

Ivan is a silverback gorilla who lives in a cage at the mall. He loves his friends, Stella and Bob, 

and painting. He also loves a young elephant named Ruby and does something quite 

remarkable to protect her. Everyone should read this book! (Students who like this book have 

also enjoyed books by Kate DiCamillo such as The Tale of Despereaux and The 

Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.) 

 

Maniac Magee, by Jerry Spinelli. A modern tall tale. 

Maniac Magee is a story about a boy, a very excitable boy. One that can outrun dogs, hit a 

homerun off the best pitcher in the neighborhood, and tie a knot no one can undo. "Kid's gotta 

be a maniac," is what the folks in Two Mills say. But the thing Maniac Magee is best known for 

is what he did for the kids from the East Side and those from the West Side. (Or try Crash or 

Stargirl, by Jerry Spinelli.) 

 

The Book of Three, by Lloyd Alexander. Fantasy. 

In the mythical land of Prydain, Assistant Pig Keeper Taran sets out on a hazardous quest to 

save the kingdom from the forces of evil . Along the way, he meets the beautiful princess 

Eilonwy, the bard Fflewddur Fflam, and the mysterious Gurgi, who help him on his quest. 

(Continue in the series with The Black Cauldron, The Castle of Llyr, Taran Wanderer, and 

The High King. Another favorite fantasy series is Ranger’s Apprentice, by John 

Flanagan.) 

 

  



Hatchet, by Gary Paulsen. Outdoor adventure. 

Brian Robeson, 13, is the only passenger on a small plane when the pilot has a heart attack and 

dies. Miraculously Brian survives the plane’s crash, only to face the more difficult problem of 

survival in the wilderness. 

(Or try Brian’s Winter, Brian’s Return, Brian’s Hunt, or Dogsong, all by Gary Paulsen. 

Another great author of outdoor adventure books is Will Hobbs.) 

 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham, by Christopher Paul Curtis. Historical fiction/humor. 

Kenny and Byron Watson have a love-hate relationship. When Byron’s behavior tests the limits, 

this African American family decides to travel from their home in Flint, Michigan, to Birmingham, 

Alabama. In the process, they come face to face with the prejudices of the time, the civil rights 

era, and are forced to deal with a shocking event. (Some other great historical fiction reads 

are One Crazy Summer, by Rita Williams-Garcia, Fever, Elijah of Buxton, and Chains, by 

Laurie Halse Anderson, and The Sign of the Beaver, by Elizabeth George Speare. ) 

 

Heat, by Mike Lupica. Sports. 

Mike Arroyo is a good – no, great – baseball player. He’s so good, nobody believes that he’s 

only twelve years old. It doesn’t help that Mike has a secret he can’t reveal to anyone. Mike’s 

story will leave you cheering for more. (Or try Summer Ball or Miracle on 49th Street, also by 

Mike Lupica. Or for a baseball book that is also a fantasy, try Summerland, by Michael 

Chabon.) 

 

Hoot, by Carl Hiassen. Mystery. 

Roy Eberhardt is a new kid at his middle school in Florida. That means he has to contend with 

finding new friends and figuring out how to avoid new bullies. In the process, he uncovers a 

mystery involving tiny owls, pancakes, eco-warriors and alligators. Hoot is a hoot of a summer 

read. (Or try another mystery by Carl Hiassen such as Chomp or Scat. Other great 

mysteries include When You Reach Me, by Rebecca Stead, and The Westing Game, by 

Ellen Raskin.) 

 

Great “Firsts” in a Series (recommended by this year’s sixth grade class): 

The Red Pyramid, by Rick Riordan 

The Maze of Bones, by Rick Riordan, et. al. 

Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard, by Rick Riordan 

Artemis Fowl, by Eoin Colfer 

Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment, by James Patterson 

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, by J.K. Rowling 

Among the Hidden, by Margaret Haddix 

Spy School, by Stuart Gibbs 

Fablehaven, by Brandon Mull 

 

 

And a suggestion for summer travelers: Consider borrowing an audio book from the library. 

Read along with the text when you can, or sit back and enjoy listening during the ride!  

 



Instructions: Print a copy of this page. Fill in the titles, number of pages, and dates that you finished the books you 

read this summer. If you can’t recall the exact date, fill in the month. If you didn’t note the number of pages, you can 

look that up on a library website or on Amazon.com. Bring your list to school for orientation or on the first day of 

class. 

 

Name: ______________________________________ 
 

Summer Reading Record 
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